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EODAppathon	Conference	
 

Veneto Region, together with the Florence Division of 

the Ins'tute of Atmospheric Pollu'on Research (IIA) of 

the Na'onal Research Council of Italy (CNR) and the 

Politecnico of Milan, promoted, within the European 

project ENERGIC-OD project (h4p://www.energic-

od.eu), the hackathon "EODAppathon”, a na'onal 

compe''on for app development using the Italian VH 

instance, which was held in Venice on October 21 and 

22, 2016.  

The contest was targeted at achieving the objec'ves of 

the ENERGIC-OD project demonstra'ng the VH 

pla;orm effec'veness and facilita'ng new applica'ons 

development as well as serving Public Administra'ons, 

enterprises and private ci'zens with Open data. 

The EODAppathon was introduced by a public 

conference on Open Data access and re-use in the 

morning of October 21
st

 at the Grandi Stazioni Palace, 

Headquarters of the Veneto Region. This event was 

a4ended by qualified speakers coming from different organiza'ons, public administra'ons, research ins'tutes and universi'es as 

well as from different European Countries who shared their experience in the field of spa'al data processing and design, as well as 

experts in data management and GIS.  

Among the different topics addressed during the Conference (spa'al data, European ini'a'ves, quality system, ...) a par'cular 

emphasis has been given to the use and dissemina'on of geospa'al Open Data, and to the ENERGIC OD Project and the 

development of a set of innova've applica'ons through the VHs deployment.  

Speakers	

Opening	speech,	Maurizio	De	Gennaro	

Maurizio De Gennaro, 

responsible for 

Veneto Region in the 

field of ENERGIC-OD 

project, aBer having 

brought the gree'ngs 

of the Region, 

presented the 

conference program. 

In par'cular, he recalled the importance of the produc'on of 

territorial and spa'al data and the development of new and 

mul'disciplinary applica'ons created by using Geographical 

Informa'on, in accordance with the logic and strategies 

provided by the Open Data. 

In conclusionm he highlighted the characteris'cs and purposes 

of the Hackathon contest, called "EODAppathon, a na'onal 

compe''on for app development", objec'ves that pursue the 

realiza'on of special App prototypes for smartphones or tablet, 

web applica'ons, or mash-up concept, using the data stored 

and organized in a specific Virtual Hub. 

Stefano	Nativi	

Stefano Na'vi, Responsible for the 

Florence Division of the Ins'tute of 

Atmospheric Pollu'on Research (IIA) of 

the Na'onal Research Council of Italy 

(CNR)  and Coordinator of the ENERGIC OD 

Project, explained the innova've aspects 

of the Virtual Hub technology focusing on 

the role and poten'al covered by the 

applica'on development; applica'ons that 

the ENERGIC OD partners are preparing to 

implement the project. 

Na'vi has also paid par'cular a4en'on to 

the importance of the "Virtual Hub" as a 

collector of informa'on from 

heterogeneous sources and the interest that now plays as a tool for SMEs, 

ci'zens and local authori'es. 

Then, he also stressed that the project deploied five VHs at na'onal level in 

France, Germany, Italy, Poland, Spain and one at local level in Berlin, where 

data from ESFRI, Copernicus, Geoss, futurearth, INSPIRE, etc. will be 

interconnected to be used in an interoperable and harmonized manner. 
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Roya	Ayazi	

General Secretary of NEREUS network 

since 2009, joined by 26 European 

regions and 40 research centers and 

companies, a network ialways 

a4en've to the various ini'a'ves of 

the spa'al data industry that provides 

a strong impetus on the development 

of EU policies and programs space 

sector. 

Roya Ayazi outlined in her speech the 

NEREUS structure and recalled the 

commitment of the Network to 

promote the culture of the open data 

highligh'ng the benefits of using 

data, that provide tools and solu'ons 

to serve the ci'zens and the territory 

favoring also the 'opening of new markets and new opportuni'es for jobs 

and economic growthIn conclusion. She pointed out the organiza'on of an 

upcoming "EO / Copernicus Hackathon" event scheduled for next 

November in Vienna. 

 

Gabriele	Ciasullo	

Gabriele Ciasullo, from the Agency for Digital Italy (AGID) presented the 

state of the art of Open Data in Public Administra'on in Italy, stressing 

how the European Direc'ves 2003/98 / EC and 2013/37 / EC have 

allowed the development in Italian context, the issue of the Legisla've 

Decree 24 January 2006 n. 36 and 18 May 2015 n. 102. 

He then outlined the importance of these direc'ves called PSI Direc've 

(Public Sector Informa'on) that provide support and solu'ons to the 

various problems of the sector. 

In this context Ciasullo reiterated 

the importance of open data by 

introducing a clear regime for 

exclusivity agreements, defining 

how the licenses are to be the 

standard and ensure 

interoperability and to establish a 

requirement for reuse of the 

Members States of all documents, 

subject to specific restric'ons, and 

the importance that the data is 

made available for re-use, both 

commercial and non-commercial. 

Michel	Praet	

Michel Praet, Head of the ESA Brussels Office, highlighted the strategies and 

ac'ons of the European Space Agency (ESA) for the deployment of the Open 

Data, stressing its importance by recalling a reflec'on of Herman Van Rompuy 

(President of Council of Europe) "the data is the new bill, the new fuel for our 

economy." 

He also stressed the role that Italy has had in the European Council for the 

crea'on of a strong digital agency coordina'on network, which has played a 

strategic role in the development of Cloud, Big Data and Open Data, not least 

the accession of the Veneto Region to the Nereus 

network, which was one of the founding regions. 

Praet gave prominence to the Open Data Hub Sen'nel 

which now registers 44,000 users and 677,000 products 

available and downloaded more than 5 million products 

and 5.8 PetaByte; and he highlighted the role of the new 

architecture known as Broker Layer Architecture (BLA) in 

the facilita'on of interoperability and interconnec'ons. 

Finally, he concluded his speech recalling how precisely 

the city of Venice is a striking example of 

"interconnec'ons", its 438 bridges in the city center 

allows the connec'on between the 118 islands. 

Raffaella	Brumana	

Professor in the Department 

of Architecture, Built 

environment and 

Construc'on engineering 

and  partner of ENERGIC OD 

project, in her speech, she 

explained the aims of the 

event Appathon. The event 

involves the use of the 

Virtual Hub, whose 

characteris'cs will allow the tes'ng of the effec've use by programmers 

outside of the ENERGIC-OD project and provide new solu'ons to support 

new thema'c Hackathons which need easy access to mul'-disciplinary 

heterogeneous data. 

She then focused on GeoPan Atl@s applica'on develpped by the 

Politecnico of Milan together with the community of geologists to manage 

the update of the representa'on of the territory and make accessible the 

data produced by the ins'tu'ons and ci'zenship in the knowledge context 

of seismic risk. 

 

Manola	Tegon	

Manola Tegon, responsible for of the Veneto Region of the Management 

ICT and Digital Agenda, described the experience of the HOMER project, an 

Open Data project within the transna'onal coopera'on program MED; 

HOMER was a strategic project that involved several na'ons such as Italy, 

Spain, France, Slovenia, Greece, Malta, Cyprus and Montenegro. 

Overall objec've was to improve economic growth in the Mediterranean 

area through the provision of the data assets of the Public Administra'on 

by opening portals open data in the Regions involved and crea'ng a federa'on between them. 

The datasets that have been used are related to the environment, cartography, demography, 

services, ac'vi'es of libraries and ins'tu'ons to economic data. 

Finally, she briefly told about the experiene of Hack4Med, the Hackathon organized within the 

HOMER project and which  took place in several European regions. 

Silvano	De	Zorzi	

Silvano De Zorzi of the 

Territorial Planning 

Department of the 

Veneto Region, 

scien'fic coordinator 

for Veneto Region of 

ENERGIC-OD project, 

aBer briefly describing  

some contents of the project, highlighted the 

importance of the Appathon and described its 

structure, objec'ves and benefit of of using the 

brokering approach. 
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The	JURY	

The jury was composed of 

seven members of the 

Italian partnership of the 

ENERGIC-OD project: 

 

Maurizio De Gennaro: 
Chairperson - Veneto 
Region 

Silvano De Zorzi: Veneto 
Region 

Delio Brentan: Veneto 
Region 

Stefano Na�vi: Project 
Coordinator ENERGIC OD - 
CNR-IIA Sesto Fioren'no (FI) 

Paolo Mazze*: CNR of 
Sesto Fioren'no (FI) 

Raffaella Brumana: 
Politecnico di Milano 

Ma*a Previtali: Politecnico 
di Milano 

CONTEST	“EODAppathon,	a	national	

competition	to	develop	apps”	

The Hackathon en'tled "EODAppathon, a na'onal compe''on for app 

development" was held on Oct. 22
nd

. 

The 24 hour non-stop event (open to public and private companies, 

entrepreneurs, and students)  was meant to  demonstrae the VH 

pla;orm effec'venes, to facilitate new applica'ons development and 

serve Public Administra'ons with Open data. 

It was a4ended by 32 par'cipants, all with different backgrounds, which 

were grouped in 7 Teams. They had to developed new applica'ons, or 

prototypes for smartphones or tablets, concept of web applica'on, or a 

mashup using the data stored and catalogued in a specific Virtual Hub. 

The Hackathon was held in the Veneto Region headquarters of Palazzo 

LineO. Each team had a worksta'on and the ability to use a dedicated 

Wi-Fi connec'on, as well as the support and ongoing collaborators of 

the three partners’ organizers. 

 

 

Organizing Commi.ee 

 

Regione Veneto 

Delio Brentan (Events 

coordina�on and logis�c) 

Silvano De Zorzi (Events 

coordina�on and logis�c) 

Umberto Trivelloni (Events 

coordina�on and logis�c) 

Carla Spolaor 

(Administra�on) 

 

CNR - IIA 

Maria A. Liber� 

(Organiza�onal support & 

website) 

Paolo Mazze* (Technical 

support & related info) 

 

POLIMI 

Ma*a Previtali (Technical 

support & related info) 
. 
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The 32 par'cipants came from different reali'es, from the world of University and Research, experts in the IT 

sector in the field of knowledge of the spa'al data and GIS, grouped in the following 7 Team: 

THE	TEAMS	

Team BrainFour 
consis'ng of soBware developers all with different experiences in different sectors, 

mainly in the field P.A. 

Team Gavia Stellata 
consis'ng of soBware developers, experts in spa'al planning and a  

communica'on designer 

Team GisUp 
It composed of developer GIS, environmental engineers and planners  

carefully to concepts related to smart ci'es and sustainability 

Team Kiss 
mainly young computer science students at the University Ca 'Foscari  

of Venice with interest in Open Data 

Team Lappateam 
mainly composed of students of the Politecnico di Milano  

(Computer Science and Engineering and Architecture) 

Team Mr Robot 
composed mainly of programming experts and Open Data,  

computer science students at the University Ca 'Foscari of Venice 

Team Savino 
consis'ng of heterogeneous figures, including soBware engineers, experts in geo-

graphic informa'on systems and spa'al planning and landscaping 
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The	developed	Apps	

 

Team name Team members – background and skills 

Team BrainFour 
Composed of all soBware developers with different experience in various 

sectors, mostly in Public Administra'on. 

Team GaviaStellata 
Composed of a soBware developer, experts in land-use management, and 

a communica'on designer. 

Team GisUp 
Composed of a GIS developer, environmental engineers and land-use 

managers, with special a4en'on given to smart ci'es and sustainability. 

Team Kiss 
Composed mostly of students of IT from University Foscari of Venice with 

a specific interest in open data. 

Team Lappateam 
Composed mostly of students from POLIMI (computer science and 

engineering and architecture). 

Team MrRobot 
Composed mostly of programming and open data experts, and students 

of IT from University Foscari of Venice. 

Team Savino 
Composed of different people, including IT engineers, experts on GIS and 

on land-use/landscape management. 

32 par'cipants came from various backgrounds, from the worlds of academia and research, experts from the IT sector 

with knowledge of GIS and geospa'al data, grouped in the 7 following teams: 

THE	APPS	

BrainFour Mobile App 

Applica'on aimed at the selec'on and visualiza'on of 

informa'on concerning the reference points of the 

geode'c/al'metric network. 

Gavia Stellata Quicka Applica'on for facilita'ng environmental decision-making. 

GisUp Easy Nadir 
Applica'on for iden'fying and mapping cultural and 

heritage resources 

Kiss TypeTour 
Travel i'nerary applica'on for exploring places of touris'c 

and cultural interest through bike sharing 

Lappateam 
HeaLife 

Healthy is Wealthy 

Healthy is Wealthy - Travel i'nerary applica'on for 

ecological journeys 

Mr. Robot Safe Route 
Mapping tool for iden'fying landslide and fire risk areas on 

na'onal hiking pathways of the Italian Alpine Club 

Savino Open Parks 
Mapping tool for the valorisa'on of natural parks 

integra'ng data crowdsourced by users 
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1
st

 Prize : Team Gavia Stellata for “Quicka” 

2
nd

 Prize : Team GisUp for  “Easy Nadir” 

3
rd

 Prize: Team Mr. Robot for “Safe Route”  

The	winners	

The Jury monitored the progress of the Teams during the en're event and offered guidance and assistance strictly 

relevant to the development of apps and linked to their area of exper'se. 

Each team at the end of the contest had 10 minutes presenta'on of the applica'on developed. 

All applica'ons were evaluated according to the criteria previously indicated in the “Rules of Par'cipa'on”, on 

which the Commission awarded the following top 3 team : 

While thanking the Veneto Region for organizing the event, as well as the Na'onal 

Research Council and the Politecnico di Milano for the technical and opera'onal support, 

Stefano Na'vi wholeheartedly endorsed all seven applica'ons, innova've and rich in 

content, which provided interes'ng solu'ons and a design which present unique 

challenges.  

He informed the audience that that the results of the contest will be posted in the 

ENERGIC OD project website. 

CLOSING	REMARKS	


